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HOW DO YOU
SPELL FSCIRE

Alittle tale about a communications
disaster

Alberto Melloni

hat Giuseppe Dossetti opened
in Bologna in 1953 aimed to be and indeed was a
non-place: a site that was anonymous in name and
space at 114, via San Vitale, Bologna, saw the rise
of a living community rather vaguely labelled as
a documentation centre. From here, two entities
would soon emerge. One that was monastic, based
upon a lectio continua of the Bible and the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, and which after a due pas-
sage of time took on the form and canonical name
of Piccola famiglia del’Annunziata. The other
was scientific, based around the library in which it
would later install the Istituto per le scienze religi-
ose, then the association for the development of
religious sciences in Italy, and finally the Fondazi-
one, when it was clear that the size of the holdings
of books was such that it rendered the notion of
impermanent life assured by parsimony and constant
care...afiction.

In the transition to the digital age the Fondazi-
one needed an acronym, alogo, and a website: and
here is the communications disaster. The choice
was made with a hint of clumsy coquetry: it sought
to associate the § of the functions that correlate
two sets and scire, the Latin verb translating “to
know”. But then the original ef-scire became... an
unpronounceable acronym.

Notaninert or unknown acronym, though. To-
dayfscire “inhabits” not only the first rooms of the
Ospedale dei Poveri vergognosi of Porta San Vi-

tale, but the whole of the building that has grown
on the site on which used to stand the Lebbrosa-
rio di San Giobbe degli incurabili in the Middle
Ages. Giuseppe Alberigo’s lifetime commitment
- a knight without fear and beyond reproach, as
someone said of him - has inspirited the prestige
and weighted rigour of fscire. The distant and ex-
emplary presidency of a statesman like Nino An-
dreatta has endowed our Fondazione with some
operational parameters — doing research on a
shoestring destroys culture - that have kept the
accounts in an enviable state of health and legend-
ary parsimony. And the passion of our members
has effortlessly maintained parameters of a very
severe sobriety: the boss earns the same as the
lowliest, nobody earns twice as much as the next
man, and this has kept away certain longings and
appetites.

The activity of fscire therefore enjoys a pru-
dent and constant growth that has seen its library
specialisations grow (not only the one based in
Bologna and dedicated to Giuseppe Dossetti, but
also the one in Palermo, dedicated to Giorgio La
Pira), a PhD programme, a college, a series of re-
search initiatives, international series of publica-
tions, books, magazines, and projects in which it
fills the role either of host (UNESCO Chair on Re-
ligious Pluralism and Peace), or hub (RelReS.eu,
Resilience), or has the status of founder (like the
European Academy of Religion). All without aban-
doninganunderlying postulate.

And namely that historical research, for its
connaturality with the Abrahamic revelations,
provides a knowledge which by this intrinsicality
toits objectis able to produce its renewal: not if or
when it becomes militant and demonstrative, but
whenitisrigorousand criticallyaware.

This quality is found and honed on the grind-
stone of averylarge library (the Biblioteca Dosset-
tiis one of the largest in the world for the specific
field of the history of Christianity, while the Bibli-
oteca La Pira aims to become the same for the his-
tory and doctrines of Islam): a library that corre-

sponds to its scholars and in which they give fu-
ture generations a small share of what they have
received. So that even when they leave - often as
the result of a well-deserved academic position,
often in the aftermath of undisguised clashes -
something remains.

Asoftoday, thecommitment to
vesearch hidden behind fscive’s
over-consonanted acronym can
also boast a magazine —not an act
of vanity, but vather, thematerial

realisation of exactly the opposite.

We do not belong to that quota of research activi-
tiesjustifiably “granted” by the public authorities:
each time, on a case-by-case basis, project by pro-
ject, research grant by research grant, we seek out
and find the money needed through competition,
persuasion, and negotiation. To buy books and
magazine subscriptions, to pay for scholarships,
to publish our research, and to keep things in or-
der we have to say what we will do and what we
have done, and why, and how. And this openly and
loyally, with the humility of those who know that
they have no right to demand, but hope that their
passion for knowledge is persuasive and convinc-
ing (alsowithregard to an unfortunate acronym, if
necessary).
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EUROPEAN
ACADEMY
OF RELIGION

4"-7" March. Four days of meetings, conferences
and lectures in Bologna

Francesca Cadeddu

he European Academy of Religion (EuARe) is a research ini-
tiative which offers an exchange platform to the variety of academic
institutions, journals, publishers, media and scholars in Europe and
the surrounding regions.

For decades, the religious leaders of communities that have long
despised one another have been striving to create a dialogue and ex-
press sincere feelings of fraternity. Yet we cannot shake off the sen-
sation that this emotionally involving effort is not enough to put a
halt to the new terrorist groups that engage in bloody idolatry and
murder in the name of God.

Thus, fear and decision-making move closer to one another. We
run the risk that fear itself of making decisions will destroy the fabric
of rights and knowledge that peaceful awareness and understanding
has painstakingly built with fits and starts. Knowledge is what keeps
fear apart from decisions. Knowledge is an inexhaustible resource
that unites a vast world of scholars on both sides of the Mediterra-
nean, the slender, invisible curtain between East and West. It is such
knowledge that must be broughtinto the light.

To this end, in 2016 the Fondazione per le scienze religiose Gio-
vanni XXIII, together with the high patronage of the European Par-
liament and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, has
invited to Bologna academies, associations, departments, research
centres, journals and media networks fromall over Europe, the Med-
iterranean, the Middle East and Russia to launch the European Acad-
emy of Religion, aiming at creating a platform that allows thousands
of scholarsto meet one another and raise the voices of research.

The founding event (5™ December 2016) saw the participation of
more than 500 participants, along with 25 universities that agreed
to act as mentors of the Academy with the Universities of Bologna,
Oxford and Paris, which have been active supporters of the initia-

CRAIG CALHOUN isProfessor of Social
Sciencesat Arizona State University. His work
focusses on strengthening the capacity of the
social sciences by working together with the
natural sciences and humanities. He is the author
or co-author of eight books and more than 100
articles,among which the best known are Neither
Gods Nor Emperors: Students and the Struggle
for Democracy in China and Nations Matter:
Citizenship, Solidarity, and the Cosmopolitan
Dream. His work has been translated into 21

languages.

Lecture: The Tensions and/or Accommodations
between Religious Freedom and Secular Public
Spheres (t.b.c.)

MAUREEN JUNKER-KENNY is
Professor of Theology and a Fellow of Trinity
College, Dublin. Her publications include Religion
and Public Reason: A Comparison of the Positions
of J. Rawls, J. Habermas and P. Ricoeur (De Gruyter,
2014); Approaches to Theological Ethics. Sources,
Traditions, Visions (Bloomsbury, 2019); co-ed. (with
K. Viertbauer), European Journal of Philosophy

of Religion, Special Issue 2019, “Habermas on
Religion”. Research interests: religionand public
reason, J. Habermas, P. Ricoeur, F. Schleiermacher
and theology in Modernity, biomedical ethics.

Lecture: Conceptions of Self and Community in So-
cial Ethics: What place for Religion?
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tive from the outset. The event launching the Academy was opened
by the keynote speeches of Commissioner Carlos Moedas and other
distinguished academics, diplomats and representatives of OSCE/
ODIHR, UNESCO, and the World Economic Forum. The day was an
opportunity for everyone to meet, define a statute for the Academy,
organise the firstannual meeting, submit proposals and ideas for the
research platform, foster mutual understanding and encourage dia-
logue.

EuARe conferences usually receive the High Patronage of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, the Patronage of the Italian Ministry of Educa-
tion, University and Research as well as the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Cooperation. They have all continued to
work with EuARe in the past two years, the common aim being to
strengthen the relationship as EuARe grows and develops its activ-
ities.

The enthusiasm for EuARe was shared by its associates from the
very outset and channelled towards the organization of a second
meeting in 2017, with the primary objective of testing EuARe’s ca-
pacity to be an inclusive platform for exchange and cooperation and
of approving the Academy Statutes. Therefore, the Ex Nihilo Zero
Conference conference programme was structured in order to allow
theaffiliated institutions to present studies and ongoingactivities. It
took place under the auspices of the G7 Italian Presidency and was
organised in collaboration with the Italian Ministry of Education,
University and Research. During the four working days, EuARe host-
ed 133 panels, witha total of 568 interventions and 950 participants.

SOPHIE NORDMANN teaches Jewish
thought and philosophy at the Ecole Pratique des
Hautes Etudes in Paris (PSL Research University).
Her research focusses particularly on German
Jewish philosophers (H. Cohen, F.Rosenzweig, G.
Scholem) inthe nineteenth and twentieth centuries
and ontherelation between Jewish thought and
philosophy in contemporary French thinking (Ecole
juive de Paris, A.Neher, E. Levinas). Her most recent
bookis Levinas et la philosophie judéo-allemande
(Vrin,2017).

Lecture: Individuals and Communities: What Did
Contemporary Jewish Thought Bring to Political
Theory?

TIM WINTER is University Lecturerin
Islamic Studies in the Faculty of Divinity, University
of Cambridge, and Dean of the Cambridge

Muslim College. His books include the Cambridge
Companion to Classical Islamic Theology,and (as
Abdal Hakim Murad), Commentary on the Eleventh
Contentions and Bombing without Moonlight:the
Origins of Suicidal Terrorism.

Lecture:In Search of aModern Sharia Discourse of
Pluralism

The same success characterised the First Annual Conference, held
in the first week of March 2018: about a thousand participants ex-
pressed a variety of disciplinary, methodological and geographical
approaches. The heterogeneity of topics is precisely the distinctive
mark of EuARe: it supports the creation and dissemination of disci-
plinary and interdisciplinary knowledge in order to contribute to the
construction of society and formation of culture.

On 4™*—7" March 2019, EuARe will host its Second Annual Confer-
ence: more than 790 speakers will contribute to about 240 panels, for
atotal number of 370 work sessions. While there is no general theme
guiding the whole conference, the four keynote lectures will focus
on the topic “Empowering the Individual, Nurturing the Communi-
ty” (further information in the box below). For the third consecutive
year, fscire will be the organising institution, benefiting from the Pa-
tronage of the University and Municipality of Bologna, and the strong
support of the Italian Ministry for Education, University and Re-
search, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Coop-
eration, the Fondazione Cariploand the Fondazione Carisbo.

EuARe is willing to give a common voice to all the disciplines
holding an academic status in universities or research centers that
have their own distinctive and specific epistemological traditions.
This is the reason why EuARe promotes academic and interdisci-
plinary exchange, mutual respect among individuals and commu-
nities of diverse religion or belief and provide a true, open space to
those who work in the production and/or dissemination of knowl-
edgeinand of the religious field.

EuARe chose to be as inclusive as possible and connected to the
world outside academia in order to create understanding in the pub-
lic domain concerning developments which contain religious as-
pects or motivations.

EuARe aims to encourage stakeholders in Europe to address the
post-secular resurgence of the role of religion in the public sphere
and to contribute to the construction of society and the formation of
culture.

Opening Ceremony EuARe 2018.
Stabat Mater Lecture Hall, Archiginnasio Palace
Photo: fscire

ACENDAE

Monday 4" March, 10:15-12:00
Aemilia Hotel, Sala Canossa
ViaZaccherini Alvisi, 16

ROUNDTABLE

“Fostering the Public Understanding of Religion in Europe” will
address the ways of communicating in public about religion in
Europe from different national and religious perspectives.

Monday 4" March, 14:30-18:45
Aemilia Hotel, Sala Canossa
ViaZaccherini Alvisi, 16

EUROPEAN FUNDED PROJECTS
The panelis open to projects funded by the European Commission
or with astrong European breadth and dimension.

Tuesday 5" March 8:30-10:30 [ 14:30-18:45;
Wednesday 6" March, 8:30-10:30

Fondazione per le scienze religiose, Sala Arancio

ViaSan Vitale, 114

EUROPEAN NETWORK OF BUDDHIST
CHRISTIAN STUDIES (ENBCS)

ENBCS hosts four panels on topics such as interreligious learning,
the concept of Zen, meditation as an identity maker and the nature
of Buddha.

Wednesday 6" March, 8:30-18:45
Fondazione per le scienze religiose, Sala Lettura
ViaSan Vitale, 114

ACADEMIE INTERNATIONALE DES SCIENCES
RELIGIEUSES (AISR)

AISR will host a day of papers and debates on the future of
Ecumenism, aiming to answer the question: “What places can
Christian unity occupy in Western societies to counter their
secularisation and “liquidity”?



REIRES:
KNOWLEDGE
CREATES
UNDERSTANDING

The First RelReS Workshop in Mainz,
23"-28" September 2018

Gianmarco Braghi

he Research Infrastructure on Religious Studies, coordi-
nated by fscire, intends to bring results both within and outside ac-
ademia. The final objective of ReIReS is to have an impact on sectors
such as education, public services and the advancement of knowl-
edgeand technology.

RelIReS is a community of scholars and
mstitutions from 7 European countries in its early
stages and is funded by Horizon 2020, the biggest
EU Research and Innovation programme.

Its initial meeting took place on 7%-8% March 2018, in fscire’s
premises in Bologna. Fscire is the coordinator of the project for its
twelve partners: Sofiiski Universitet Sveti Kliment Ohridski (Bul-
garia); Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (Belgium); Consiglio Nazi-
onale delle Ricerche (Italy); Universitit Hamburg (Germany); Un-
iwersytet Warszawski (Poland); Johannes Gutenberg-Universitét
Mainz (Germany); Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (France); Lei-
bniz-Institut fiir Europdische Geschichte (Germany); Brepols Pub-
lishers NV (Belgium); Stichting Refosoo (Netherlands); Theologis-
che Universiteit Apeldoorn (Netherlands).

Religion plays a fundamental role in contemporary European so-
ciety. The twelve partners’ aims are to share academic knowledge

FL A

Wednesday 6*"-Thursday 7*"
March, 8:30-18:45

in order to stimulate pacific coexistence, avoiding religious illitera-

cy, and to spread knowledge, innovation and mutual understanding
in an increasingly interreligious society. ReIReS’ objective is to of-
fer virtual and transnational access to the most significant tools and
texts of religious studies.

Thethreekey values of ReIReS areinnovation
(new data, new tools and a new generation

of scholars), vespect (for all veligions and for

the past), and the enhancement of knowledge
(through digital access to data and international
cooperation).

The first ReIReS workshop, Use and Study of Special Documents, was
held in Mainz between 23 and 28" September 2018 and was organ-
ised by Prof. Claus Arnold and Alexandra Nusser, both from the Jo-
hannes-Gutenberg-Universitit Mainz. Thirteen scholars and librar-
ians from the consortium’s institutions had the occasion to become
acquainted with the wide range of religious sources held in various
institutions in Mainz, such as the Martinus-Bibliothek (the library of
the Archdiocese of Mainz), the Gesangbucharchiv and the Jiidische
Bibliothek of the Johannes-Gutenberg-Universitit, and the Wissen-

Photo: Gianmarco Braghi

schaftliche Stadtbibliothek. This workshop was based on the consul-
tation and study of original sources and engendered fruitful discus-
sions among participants. A second workshop, Management of Spe-
cial Collections for Research Purposes, was held in Warsaw between
22 and 26" October 2018, organised by Dr Michal Choptiany and
Alicja Bielak (University of Warsaw), and attended by sixteen partic-
ipants. Scholars and librarians affiliated with the Special Collections
Department of the Library of the University of Warsaw, the Jewish
Historical Institute in Warsaw and the National Library of Poland
shared their knowledge of the wealth of primary sources held in Po-
land. A third workshop on digital humanities, FAIR Data Use, was or-
ganised by the Leibniz-Institut fiir Europdische Geschichte (Mainz)
and Brepols Publishers and held in Mainz between 26 and 30 No-
vember 2018.

The upcoming workshop on digital humanities will be hosted
by the Leibniz-Institut in Mainz between 21% and 23" January 2019,
while the following workshop on the management of primary sourc-
es will take place in Paris, at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes,
from 17" to 22" February 2019.

FPACrS S FITCURTY

FSCIREIN 2018

Location to be announced

MOOT COURT COMPETITION
Teams from within and outside Europe will argue
acaseonreligion and business before either - or
both - the European Court of Human Rights and
the Supreme Court of the United States.

Monday 4*"-Wednesday 6"
March, 8:30-18:45

Teatro San Leonardo - Via San Vitale, 63
Wednesday 6", 14.30-18:45

Ateliersi - ViaSan Vitale, 69

ISLAMIC STUDIES AT EUARE
#EuARe2109 hosts several panels on the academic
study of Islam in Europe, the relationship between
Islam and pluralism and the Philosophy of
Educationin Islam, but also on topics connected
to gender studies, law, theology and philosophy.

Monday 4'*"-Tuesday 5",
14:30-18:45 [ Wednesday 6
March, 16:45-18:45

Fondazione per le scienze religiose,

Sala Arancio, Via San Vitale, 114

EUROPEAN SOCIETY FOR THE
PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION
(ESPR)

ESPR will organise a panel on the Modern
Philosophy of Religion that seeks to bring
together people from different backgrounds

in order to provide room for ajoint reflection
onthe topics, methods and concepts of today’s
Philosophy of Religion.

Theaward consists in asum of € 30,000, which will
reward male and female scholars engagedinafield
of religious science, whether historical, exegetical,
theological or other, without any form of limitation
concerningthe type of study. The sole requirement
is that recipients must have achieved scientific
excellencein their field of research.

Submission deadline: 30" June 2019

Infoand announcement: segreteria@fscire.it.

Grand Imam of al-Azhar Ahmad Al-Tayyeb.
Unesco Chair, Bologna 15" October 2018

FatherIsaac Timrs,a priest of the Assyrian Church
of the East,and Ephrem Aboud Ishac, who teaches
liturgy at Salzburg University,are working onthe
composition of the Syriac text, comparingit to the
original manuscript, Baghdad 509. The manuscript
that testifies to the tradition of the Syriac Church
has survived the Iraq War and the COGD series

will now publish the first true critical edition of the
entire Synodicon.

The UNESCO Chair on Religious Pluralismand
Peace s the first UNESCO Chair assigned to the
city of Bologna. The Chair has beenassigned to
the University of Bolognaand s held by fscire.

The Fondazione has constantly contributed to
theindispensable dialogue among cultures and
confessions through the formation of young
researchers by means of its library and archives,
research and dissemination activities,anchoredin
the belief that peace for future generations can be
constructed through historical researchandatrue
comparison.

39

RESIDENT RESEARCHERS
AND VISITING FELLOWS

COLLEGIO ANDREATTA
INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIPS

36

THE AVERAGE AGE

11

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE MEMBERS
2 FROMITALY

6 FROM EU COUNTRIES

3 FROM NON-EU COUNTRIES

ALPHABETS OF THE USED SOURCES

4195

PAGES PUBLISHED
11 VOLUMES

3

INTERNATIONAL JOURNALS

4

FSCIRE SERIES

6.14

TONS OF PAPER IN THE FSCIRE
ARCHIVE

1,000,000

OF VOLUMES IN THE G. DOSSETTI
LIBRARY IN BOLOGNA AND IN

G. LA PIRALIBRARY IN PALERMO
5,607 NEW ACQUISITIONS

6,223 RUNNING METRES OF SHELVING
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MICHAEL KENNA
DONATES

TO FSCIRE HIS
CONFESSIONALI
OF REGGIO EMILIA

onfessionali is a departure from the landscape work
for which Michael Kenna has become known and is the culmina-
tion of over 10 years’ work, travelling around Reggio Emilia in
order to documenthundreds of Catholic confessional booths.

Confession is one of seven sacraments in the Roman Catholic reli-
gion. As aboy, growing up in a Catholic family in Widnes, England, I
would go into a dark confessional box in mylocal church of St Bede’s
every week to confess my sins to a priest. An exact definition of sin
would take up this whole introduction, but basically, in the Catholic
religion, a sin is any deliberate action, or even thought, that goes
against God’s wishes. The opening words of the confessional ritual
never varied - «Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been one
week since mylast confession» -, sometimes it would be two or three
weeks, but my parents tried hard to make sure it was never a whole
month! After listing whatever sins I could remember, or invent, I
would receive a penance from the priest — usually a series of prayers:
Hail Marys or Our Fathers. Then I would be granted forgiveness or

absolution. I would feel greatly relieved leaving the church - I was
never sure if it was because I was forgiven or because I didn’t have to
go through theritual again for atleast another week.

The concept of being a sinner and seeking pardon is a fundamen-
tal aspect of Catholicism. The first sacrament, Baptism, given to in-
fants, removes the stain of Original Sin. The last sacrament, known
as The Last Rites or Extreme Unction, provides for the forgiveness of
sins. As an Altar Boy (i.e. somebody who assists the priest during the
sacramental rituals) for manyyears, I vividlyremember learningand
avidlyreciting the Confiteor in Latin, long before I had anyidea what
itmeant.

«Confiteor Deo omnipotenti, beatae Mariae semper Virgini bea-
to Michaeli Archangelo, beato Joanni Baptistae, sanctis Apostolis

8B i I S B

Alberto Melloni,
Francesca Cadeddu (eds.)

RELIGIOUS LITERACY,
LAW AND HISTORY
Perspectives on European
pluralist societies
The book profiles some of
the macro and micro factors
that have impact on European
religious literacy. It seeks to
understand religious illiteracy
and its effects through the
framing of the historical,
institutional, religious, social,
juridical and educational
conditions within which it
arises. The book defines the
basic concepts underpinning
the question of religious
illiteracy in Europe and
highlights the roots of the
phenomenon.

Routledge (ICLARS Serieson

Lawand Religion), pp.264 ISBN

978-11-38-30364-5

RELIGIOUS LITERACY, LAW
AND HISTORY
PLISPICTNES B8 ESRBPLAN FLBRILIY SAORTIES

Francesca Cadeddu (ed.)

EUARE LECTURES

Ex Nihilo and First Annual

Conference 2017-2018

This volume is the first in

aseries whose aim is to

keep track of the topics

and changes which guide

research, understanding and

dissemination within the

many disciplines involved

in the study of religion

in Europe. The volume

collects some of the lectures

delivered at the Ex Nihilo

Zero Conference (2017) and

the First Annual Conference

(2018), while the following

issues will be dedicated to one

annual conference each. The

heterogeneity of the topics

is precisely the distinctive

mark of EuARe, which

supports the disciplinary and

interdisciplinary creation and

dissemination of knowledge.
Fscire (EuARe Lectures), pp.
236,ISBN 978-8896-118-07-8v

EUARE e
LECTURES

EXNHLLO AND

ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
2017208
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P. Foresta, F. Meloni (eds.)

ARTS, PORTRAITS
AND REPRESENTATION
IN THE REFORMATION
ERA
Proceedings of the Fourth
Reformation Research
Consortium Conference
This volume, which publishes
some of the papers delivered
at the Fourth Reformation
Research Consortium
Conference held in Bologna,
May 1517, 2014, is an
attempt to examine the visual
intelligibility of the European
Reformation by a comparative,
multiconfessional and
multidisciplinary analysis of
examples taken from both the
Catholic and the Protestant
world in the Early Modern and
Modern Era, with particular
reference to the figurative arts,
but also to history and theology.
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht
(Refo500 Academic Studies)
pp. ca. 400, with ca.125 colored
Figures.

ISBN 978-3-525-55249-0

THANK YOU

Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural
Foundation

Conferenza Episcopale Italiana

European Commission, Directorate-
Generalfor Research

Fondazione Cariplo

Fondazione Carisbo

Franco Bassanini

Intesa Sanpaolo

Marco Piccinini

Ministero degli Affari Esterie della
Cooperazione Internazionale
Ministero dell’lstruzione,
dellUniversita e dellaRicerca
Ministero del’Ambiente e della
Tutela del Territorio e del Mare
Ministero peribenie le attivita
culturali

Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri
Regione Emilia-Romagna

Regione Toscana

TernaSpa
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M. Kenna, Confessionali,
Reggio Emilia2017
Photo: Fabio Nardelli

Petro et Paulo, omnibus Sanctis, et tibi Pater: quia peccavi nimis co-
gitatione, verbo et opere: mea culpa, mea culpa, mea maxima culpa.
Ideo precor beatam Mariam semper Virginem, beatum Michaelem
Archangelum, beatum Ioannem Baptistam, sanctos Apostolos Pe-
trum et Paulum, omnes Sanctos, et te Pater, orare pro me ad Domi-
num Deum nostrum.»

When the Latin mass was finally translated into vernacular lan-
guages in the late sixties, my recitations became in English: «I con-
fess toalmighty God, to Blessed Mary ever Virgin, to Blessed Michael
the Archangel, to Blessed John the Baptist, to the Holy Apostles Pe-
ter and Paul, toall theangels and Saints,and toyou Father: that T have
sinned exceedingly in thought, word and deed: through my fault,
through my fault, through my most grievous fault. Therefore I be-
seech the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Blessed Michael the Archangel,
Blessed John the Baptist, the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, all the
Saints, and you, Father, to pray for me to the Lord our God».

My early religious experiences in my home town and, later, in a
Catholic seminary boarding school, greatly influenced the photo-
graphic work I have since pursued. Asagrowing boy, I spent hoursin
our local church praying and listening intrigued and absorbed by the
light on the altar which symbolised that God was at home, hidden in
the tabernacle in the form of the host, a wafer of bread, which had
been consecrated during an earlier sacred mass. As a photographer, I
have long been fascinated by memories and traces, stories that have
unfolded over time, atmospheres that are left behind, remnants and
remains. These images of confessional boxes in Reggio Emilia sym-
bolise what I continue to search for - the invisible within the visible,
the intangible contained in the tangible, the illusion of reality. If
words, thoughts and emotions could be made visual, these contain-
ers of memories would reveal a multitude of densely-packed hidden
secrets, confessed, exchanged and discarded in return for some
prayers and the blessing and forgiveness of a priest.

© Michael Kenna

Michael Kennawasbornin19s3,in Widnes, Lancashire.
One of five childrenborntolrish-Catholic parents, he
aspiredtoenterthe priesthood before discovering his
passionforart.

He attendedthe Banbury School of Art, Oxfordshire,
where he studied paintingand photography. He later
becameastudentatthe London College of Printing,
where hebeganworkingasanartistand photographer. His
interestinfineart photographywastriggeredin 1975 after
viewing The Land,an exhibitionat the Victoriaand Albert
Museum curated by Bill Brandt. He moved to San Francisco
in1977 (thento Portlandand finally to Seattle,where he
nowlives).In1987,he made his first trip to Japan, where he
was deeplyimpressed by the countryside there. His black-
and-white photographs, which concentrated primarily on
landscapes, have been exhibited throughout the world:in
Prague,London, Washington D.C.and Paris.

His latest publications are: DMZ - The 38t Paralleland One
Sunday in Beijing,2018; Holga, Huangshan: The Yellow

Mountainand Abruzzo,2017.



