
Join us for a virtual round table with esteemed members of the Circle of Concerned 
African Women Theologians around:

Circle members sharing 
experiences: Lessons for  
the academy and faith spaces 
in contemporary Africa
Hosted by 
VEREAD (Virtual exchanges in Religious Euro-African Dialogue)

June 29th, 2026

3:30-5:30 pm CET; 4:00-6:30pm EAT.

Focus: to explore how African lay women construct, practice and 
navigate their faith amid complex socio-cultural and ecclesiastical 
hierarchical realities.
For registration and zoom link contact:  
elena.esposito7214@gmail.com | macconi@fscire.it



In dialogue:

Ven Canon Amb Dr Schola Wayua Kiilu (St Paul University, Nairobi; Coordinator, Kenya 
chapter, Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians) 

Prof. Mary Getui (Catholic University of Eastern Africa, Nairobi; Kenya chapter Circle of 
Concerned African Women Theologians)

Prof. Philomena Njeri Mwaura (Kenyatta University, Nairobi; Kenya chapter Circle of 
Concerned African Women Theologians)

Dr. Helen Nambalirwa Nkabala (Makerere University, Kampala; Uganda chapter Circle 
of Concerned African Women Theologians)

Dr. Veneranda Mbabazi (Makerere University, Kampala; Uganda chapter Circle of 
Concerned African Women Theologians)

Yvonne Winfildah Takawira-Matwaya (Catholic University of Zimbabwe, Harare; 
Coordinator, Zimbabwe chapter, Circle of Concerned African Women Theologians)

Introduction and moderation by: Dr. Ilaria Macconi (Foundation for Religious Studies/
FSCIRE, Bologna/Palermo; VEREAD coordinator) 

Learning goals:

•	 Identify and analyze how ordinary African women experience and contribute to 
the Christian faith

•	 Understand how African culture, community and historical realities shape the way 
lay women interpret the Gospel.

•	 Value the historical and contemporary roles of lay women in evangelism, church 
planting and sustaining local congregations.

•	 Explore how lived realities of race, gender and church hierarchy impact women’s 
spiritual leadership


