
Page 1 of 3

Fscire
Via San Vitale 114 – 40125 Bologna
Via degli Schioppettieri 25 – 90133 Palermo
(Ric. con DPR 06/04/1990) 
www.fscire.it

Quaderni di storia religiosa medievale 
qsrm@fscire.it 
andrea.tilatti@uniud.it 

Bologna, January 24, 2024

Call for Papers
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In the two meetings organized at the Fondazione per le scienze religiose in Bologna, 
both dedicated to the theme Diversamente mendicanti. Genesi e fenomenologie di un 
nome e di una realtà tra XIII e XIV secolo, we posed to the scholarly community a 
reflection on the origin and development of the so-called “mendicant paradigm”, 
that is, on the complex process that had led religious experiences characterized by a 
marked tendency toward pauperism and the various interpretations in the practice of 
mendicitas, which after the Second Council of Lyon acquired a unified and somewhat 
more homogenized form.
On the occasions mentioned above and in light of the above-mentioned “paradigm”, 
we set out to investigate the many different religious experiences, including orders 
excluded from the mendicant fold and of monastic and/or eremitic tradition. In 
addition, we sought to explore the “major” and “minor” mendicant orders that 
maintained or acquired proclivities toward urban presence and an active apostolate, 
intense pauperistic aspirations and organizational forms with novitas features 
compared to traditional monasticism.
In relation to the issues of mendicancy and poverty, we also considered the countless 
religious experiences of female groups that occurred between the 13th and 14th 
centuries, which Herbert Grundmann depicted in groundbreaking fashion in Religiöse 
Bewegungen im Mittelalter.
As we now wish to pursue this direction further, for a subsequent volume of the 
«Quaderni di storia religiosa medieval» we propose an in-depth study, relative to the 
13th, 14th and 15th centuries, of the numerous and diversified forms of female 
religious life/experiences/orders whose origin or development was traversed 
by the conscious adherence to poverty, the explicit rejection of wealth and 
property, and the demand for mendicitas. However, this does not imply conceiving 
such forms of life in an exclusively mimetic perspective of the mendicant one. It 
should, for example, be emphasized that, unlike the mendicant model – involving 
identification that conceives of and operate in a ‘universal’ dimension that transcends 
the local –, one of the main characteristics of female religious life was its development 
in a local context. This was due to the bishop’s jurisdiction over most women’s 
communities and the persistence of family ties.
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The topics and issues to be pursued are numerous. We propose a few of them here:

• identify possible links of the aforementioned women’s religious experiences 
with similar male orders/experiences, with members of the secular clergy and/or 
ecclesiastical hierarchies (bishops, cathedral canons etc.); 

• ascertain how women’s communities and groups combined aspirations toward 
paupertas and the desire to pursue forms of mendicant life with the existence 
of assets and property, even small in size, or with the many and varied forms of 
subsidies from wealthy believers, testamentary bequests, municipalities, lords 
etc.;

• identify whether some form of manual labor (a distinctive feature of the early 
Franciscan experience) was also contemplated among the modes of subsistence;

• consider relations with the papacy and its tendency to standardize the female 
religious milieu in a progressively more rigid manner from the thirteenth 
century onward through the imposition of cloistered life and the prohibitions/
obstacles placed on certain female experiences;

• consider also the relations and attempts at regimentation and/or regularization/
stabilization/control by bishops;

• highlight the differences between men and women in practical life and in the 
interpretation of the idea of paupertas, in the perspective of a forma vitae that 
was necessarily different from the “mendicant” one practiced by the friars. In 
particular, the form of buildings, choice of clothes, diet, as well as some aspects 
of women’s living centered on the “primacy of charity” (Ordo caritatis of the 
Beguines);

• identify what changes occured in the organization of women’s communities 
characterized by the above themes (adherence to poverty, mendicancy etc.) with 
the involvement of male mendicant orders in cura monialium (spread of new 
rules/constitutions, centralized forms of government, celebration of “supra-local” 
chapters, circulation of personnel, new cults...);

• In each group/experience, evaluate: 
  - the potential influence of secular figures  
  - the recruitment pool
  - the development of specific cults
  - the geographical location (urban, peri-urban, hermit context...)
• present individual and concrete personalities and/or experiences of religious life 

with such characteristics.
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Deadlines and essay requirements

The instalment of Qsrm dedicated to Donne in magna et leta paupertate viventes 
(secoli XIII-metà XV) will be the first in the year 2026. Depending on the number 
of submissions received, it will also be possible to undertake a second installment 
in 2026. The essays, to be submitted for review, are due by May 31, 2025 (a possible 
second instalment will have a deadline of November 30, 2025). Deadlines for the 
proposal to join the project are April 30, 2024. 
A title proposal with a summary of the research must be received by that date by the 
editors, Maria Clara Rossi and Sylvie Duval:

mariaclara.rossi@univr.it
sylviemarie.duval@unibo.it

In addition to Italian, essays may be written in English, French, or Spanish. Guidelines 
for essays (unless otherwise specified) may consist of 60,000 characters (including 
spaces and notes) following the editorial standards of Qsrm, which will be forwarded 
to all contributors. It will be possible to provide illustrations, charts, or graphs upon 
agreement with the editors, who are available for additional clarification.


