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This webinar presents the work of the Ujamaa Centre and its 
approach to community development through theology. It explores 
how Contextual Bible Study fosters participation, critical reflection, 
and social transformation, particularly among marginalized 
communities.
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Content of the webinar:

The Ujamaa centre was initiated in 1985 as part of the School of Theology at the 
then University of Natal (currently known as UKZN). It is a non-partisan, non-
denominational, Centre for Community Development and Research which supports 
capacity building on development, good governance on church and civil society levels 
through theological education to ensure rigorous participation of all citizens in social 
transformation.

The Ujamaa Centre is the ideological-theological product of various strands of 
liberation theology, particularly South African Black Theology and South African 
Contextual Theology. More specifically, the Ujamaa Centre is committed to working 
with communities of the poor, the working-class, and the marginalised, using the 
biblical and theological resources for social and individual transformation.

At the heart of the Ujamaa Centre is the concept and practice of praxis. Praxis involves 
an ongoing commitment to the cycle-spiral of action-and-reflection. This is central to 
our work. It is praxis that has enabled the Ujamaa Centre to respond to the ongoing 
and changing realities of South African and Southern African context. We try to 
respond faithfully to our context, using biblical and theological resources, and then we 
carefully (and formally) reflect on what we have done and how we have done it. It is 
praxis that keep us connected both to the community and the academy.

Content to be covered broadly

1.	 The Core Values of Contextual Bible Study (CBS) (Community development)

2.	 The Core Methodology of CBS (See-Judge-Act): (Organizational development)

3.	 The Facilitation of CBS Process (Personnel development)

4.	 The Construction of CBS Process (Resource development)

5.	 Discussion and questions


