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migration historians have missed the vibrancy of determined, if ultimately

unsuccessful, rural efforts to sustain producerism. Furthermore, he claims that

his ‘story reveals a forgotten lineage of agrarian rebellion that linked Populism to
the rise of civil rights unjonism in the 1940s’ (p- 8) because many migrants
brought to the urban labour unions that they joined ‘a spirit of radical religiosity,
experience in community organizing, and belief in the responsibilities and power
of the state’ (p. 179). However, his claim about linkages to civil rights unionism is
supposition in need of evidence. Despite Roll’s claim to have unearthed a lost
tradition of southern rural resistance, his evidence does not extend beyond seven
border state counties, and the STFU’s efforts more widely are, in any case, well
known to historians. Within the Boothill, Roll’s evidence suggests that socialists
and the UNIA achieved only minority support among those whom they sought to
enlist, and the importance of religion in rural resistance during the 1g30s is
asserted rather than convincingly supported.
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